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LETTER 

FROM  A 


MERCHANT  in  LONDON 

TO  HIS 


Nephew  in  NORTH  AMERICA. 


A 

letter 

F  ROM  A 

MERCHANT  in  LONDON 


TO  HIS 

Nephew  in  NORTH  AMERICA,, 

RELATIVE  TO  THE 

Prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs  in  the  Colonies ; 

IN  WHICH 

The  fuppofed  Violation  of  Charters,  and  the  feveral 
Grievances  complained  of,  are  particularly  di feuded, 
and  the  Confequences  of  an  Attempt  towards  Inde¬ 
pendency  fet  in  a  true  Light. 


Amd  it  is  farther  enadled  and  declared  by  the  Authority 
aforefaid,  T%  .all  Laws,  By-Laws,  Ufages,  or  Cuf- 
toms\  at  this  Time,  or  which  hereafter  jfhall  be  in 
Traftice,  or  endeavoured,  or  pretended  to  be  in  Force,  or 
Fradice,  in  any  of  the  faid  Plantations,  which  are  in 
any-wife  repugnant  to  the  before-mentioned  Laws,  or 
any  of  them,  fo  far  as  they  do  relate  to  the  faid  Plan¬ 
tations,  or  any  of  them,  or  which  are  any-wife  repug¬ 
nant  to  this  piefent  Aa,  or  to  any  other  Laiv  hereafter 
to  be  made  in  this  Kingdom ,  fo  far  as  fuch  Law  fhall  re¬ 
late  to  and  mention  the  faid  Plantations,  are  illep-al, 
null,  and  void,  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes  whatfo- 
ever*  7  and  8  W.  HI.  Cap.  22.  Sea,9. 
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A 


LETTER 

FROM  A 

MERCHANT  in  LONDON 

T  O  H  I  S 

Nephew  in  NORTH  AMERICA, 


Dear  Cousin, 

YOUR  Letters  gave  me  formerly  no 
l'mall  Pleafure,  becaufe  they  feem 
to  have  proceeded  from  a  good  Heart, 
guided  by  an  Underftanding  more  enlightened 
than  is  ufually  found  among  young  Men. 
And  the  honed  Indignation  you  exprefs 
againft  thofe  Artifices  and  Frauds,  thofe 
Robberies  and  Infults,  which  loft  us  the 
Hearts  and  Affedions  of  the  Indians,  is  par¬ 
ticularly  to  be  commended  :  for  thefe  were 
the  Things,  as  you  iuftly  obferved,  which 
involved  us  in  the  moft  bloody  and  expen- 
five  War  that  ever  was  known  :  and  thefe, 
by  being  repeated,  will  ftimulate  the  poor 
injured  Savages  to  redrefs  their  Wrongs, 
and  retaliate  the  Injury  as  foon  as  they  can, 
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by  iome  Means  or  other.  You  did  there- 
forefore  exceedingly  right,  in  manifefting 
the  utmoft  Abhorrence  and  Deteftation 
of  all  Inch  Practices. 

„  But  of  late  I  cannot  fay,  that  I  receive 
the  fame  Satisfaction  from  your  Corre- 
fpondence.  For  you  are  vaftly  altered  from 
what  you  were ;  your  Mind  feems  to  be  in 
a  continual  Agitation  ;  you  affert  and  deny 
in  the  fame  Breath  ;  and,  in  (lead  of  main¬ 
taining  any  one  regular,  coherent  Syftem, 
you  blend  oppofite  Syftems  together,  not  re¬ 
flecting  on  the  palpable  Contradictions  re- 
fulting  from  fuch  a  ConduCt.- — Difcon tented 
you,  and  your  Countrymen,  certainly  are  to 
a  great  Degree  :  but  whether  your  Difcon- 
tent  arifes  from  a  Defire  of  Change,  and  of 
making  Innovations  in  your  Form  of  Go¬ 
vernment,— -or  from  a  miftaken  Notion,  that 
we  are  making-  Innovations  in  it,  is  hard 
to  lay. 

Give  me  leave  therefore  to  expoflulate 
with  you,  on  this  ftrange  Alteration  in  your 
ConduCt.  I  have  a  right  to  do  it  on  every 
Account :  and  vou  know  me  well  to  be  the 

w 

invariable  Friend  to  the  Rights  and  Liberties, 
civil  and  religious,  of  all  Mankind.  You 
indeed  talk  loudly  of  Chains,  and  exclaim 
vehemently  againft  Slavery  :  but  furely  you 
do  not  fufpeCt,  that  I  can  entertain  the  molt 
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didant  Wilh  of  making  any  Man  a  Slave, 
much  lefs  my  own  Brother’s  Son,  and  my 
next  of  kin. — So  far  from  it,  that  whether 
I  can  make  you  a  Convert  to  my  way  of 
thinking  or  not,  I  (hall  dill  aft  by  you  as  my 
neared  Relation :  being  always  dedrous  of 
allowing  that  Liberty  to  others,  which  I 
hope  ever  to  enjoy  myfelf,  viz.  of  letting 
every  Man  fee  with  his  own  Eyes,  and  aft 
according  to  his  own  Judgment This,  I 
fay,  I  would  willingly  indulge  every  Man 
in,  as  far  as  ever  is  conddent  with  good 
Government,  and  the  public  Safety.  For 
indeed  Governments  there  mud  be  of  fome 
Kind  or  other ;  and  Peace  and  Subordina¬ 
tion  are  to  be  preferved  ; — otherwife,  there 
would  be  no  fuch  Thing  as  true  Liberty 
fubdding  in  the  World. 

In  purfuance  therefore  of  this  rational 
Plan  of  Liberty,  give  me  Leave  to  alk  you, 
young  Man,  What  is  it  you  mean  by  repeat¬ 
ing  to  me  fo  often  in  every  Letter,  I’be  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  Constitution?  I  own,  I  do  not  much 
approve  of  this  Phrafe,  becaufe  its  Meaning 
is  fo  vague  and  indeterminate  ;  and  becaufe 
it  may  be  made  to  ferve  all  Purpofes  alike, 
good  or  bad.  And  indeed  it  has  been  my 
condant  Remark,  That  when  Men  were  at 
a  Lofs  for  folid  Arguments  and  Matters  of 
Faff,  in  their  political  Difputes,  they  then 
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had  recourfe  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Conftiiu- 
tion  as  to  their  laft  Shift,  and  the  only  Thing; 
they  had  to  fay.  An  American,  for  Exam¬ 
ple,  now  infifts,  That  according  to  the  Spirit 
of  the  Englifh  Conftitution,  he  ought  not 
to  be  taxed  without  his  own  Confent,  given 
either  by  himfelf,  or  by  a  Reprefentative  in 
Parliament  chofen  by  himfelf.  Why  ought 
he  not  ?  And  doth  the  Conftitution  fay  in  fo 
many  Words,  That  he  ought  not  ?— -Or 
doth  it  fay,  That  every  Man  either  hath, 
or  ought  to  have,  or  was  intended  to  have 
a  Vote  for  a  Member  of  Parliament?  No, 
by  no  Means :  the  Conftitution  fays  no 
luch  Thing.  But  the  Spirit  of  it  doth  ;  and 
that  is  as  good,  perhaps  better.  Very  well : 
See  then  how  this  fame  Spirit  will  prefently 
wheel  about,  and  affert  a  Dodlrine  quite  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  Claims  and  Pofttions  of  you 
Americans.  Magna  Chart  a ,  for  Example,  is 
the  great  Foundation  of  Englifh  Liberties, 
and  the  Bafts  of  the  Englifh  Conftitution. 
But,  by  the  Spirit  of  MagnaCharta,  all  Taxes 
laid  on  by  Parliament  are  conjlitutional ,  legal 
Taxes;  and  Taxes  raifed  by  the  Preroga¬ 
tive  of  the  Crown,  without  the  Confent  of 
Parliament  are  illegal ♦  Now  remember, 
young  Man,  That  the  late  Tax  or  Duties 
upon  Stamps  was  laid  on  by  Parliament ; 
and  therefore,  according  to  your  own  Way 
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©f  reafoning,  mull  have  been  a  regular, 
conftitutional,  legal  Tax.  Nay  more,  the 
principal  End  and  Intention  of  Magna 
Charta,  as  far  as  Taxation  is  concerned, 
was  to  affert  the  Authority  and  Jurifdidtion 
of  the  three  Eftates  of  the  Kingdom,  in  Op- 
pofition  to  the  foie  Prerogative  of  the  King: 
fo  that  if  you  will  now  plead  the  Spirit  of 
Magna  Charta  again  ft  the  Jurifdidtion  of 
Parliament,  you  will  plead  Magna  Charta 
againft  itfelf. 

Leaving  therefore  all  thefe  fhifting,  un- 
fable  Topics,  which,  like  changeable  Silks, 
exhibit  different  Colours,  according  as  they 
are  viewed  in  different  Lights  ;  let  us  from 
the  Spirit  of  the  Conftitution,  come  to  the 
Conftitution  itfelf.  For  this  is  a  plain,  ob¬ 
vious  Matter  of  Fadt:  and  Matters  of  Fadt 
are  faid  to  be  ftubborn  Things.  Now  the 
firft  Emigrants,  who  fettled  in  America, 
were  certainly  Englifh  Subjedts fubjedt  to 
the  Laws  and  Jurifdidtion  of  Parliament, 
and  confequently  to  parliamentary  Taxes, 
before  their  Emigration  ;  and  therefore  fub- 
jedfc  aft  erwards ,  unlefs  fomc  legal,  conftitu¬ 
tional  Exemption  can  be  produced. 

Now  this  is  the  Queftion,  and  the  foie 
Queftion  between  you  and  me,  reduced  to 
a  plain,  fingle  Matter  of  Fadt.  Is  there 
therefore  any  fuch  Exemption,  as  here  pre¬ 
tended  ? 
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tended  ?  And  if  you  have  it,  why  do  you 
not  produce  it  ? — “  The  King,  you  fay, 
<s  hath  granted  Charters  of  Exemption  to 
“  the  American  Colonies.”  This  is  now 
coming  to  the  Point :  and  this  will  bring  the 
Difpute  to  a  fhort  Iffue.  Let  us  therefore 
firft  enquire,  Whether  he  could  legally  and 
conftitutionally  grant  you  fuch  a  Charter  ? 
And  fecondiy.  Whether  he  did  ever  fo  much 
as  attempt  to  do  it  ?  And  whether  any  fuch 
Charters  arc  upon  Record  ? 

Now,  upon  the  firft  fettling  of  an  Englifh 
Colony,  and  before  ever  you,  Americans, 
could  have  chofen  any  Reprefentatives,  and 
therefore  before  any  Aflembly  of  fuch  Re¬ 
prefentatives  could  have  poffibly  met, — to 
whofe  Laws,  and  to  what  legiflative  Power 
were  you  then  fubjedt  ?  To  the  Englifh 
moft  undoubtedly  ;  for  you  could  have  been 
Subjedt  to  no  other.  You  were  Englifhmen 
yourfelves;  and  you  carried  the  Englifh  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  an  Englifh  Charter  over  along 
with  you.  This  being  the  Cafe,  were  you 
not  then  in  the  fame  Condition,  as  to  Con- 
ilitutionai  Rights  and  Liberties,  with  the 
reft  of  your  Fellow-lubjedts,  who  remained 
in  England  ?  Certainly  you  were.  — I  moft; 
cordially  agree,  that  you  ought  not  to  have 
been  placed  in  a  worfe  :  and  furely  you 
had  no  Right  to  expedt  a  better.  Suppofe 

there- 


therefore,  that  the  Crown  had  been  fo  ill 
advifed,  as  to  have  granted  a  Charter  to  any 
City  or  County  here  in  England,  pretending 
to  exempt  them  from  the  Power  and  Jurif- 
didtion  of  an  Englifh  Parliament ;  —  what 
would  the  Judges  ?  what  would  the 
Lawyers  ?  nay,  what  would  you  Ameri¬ 
cans  have  laid  to  it  ?  Apply  this  now  to  your 
own  Cafe  :  for  furely  you  cannot  wifh  to 
have  it  put  upon  a  fairer  footing  :  try  there¬ 
fore,  and  fee,  and  then  tell  me  j  is  it  poliible 
for  you  to  believe,  that  the  King  has  a  Power 
vetted  in  him  by  the  Conftitution  of  dividing 
his  Kingdom  into  feveral  independent  States, 
and  petty  Kingdoms,  like  the  Heptarchy  in 
theTimes  of  the  Saxons  ?  Or  can  you  really 
imagine,  that  he  could  crumble  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Authority  and  Jurifdidtion,  were 
he  fo  minded,  into  Bits  and  Fragments,  by 
affigning  one  Parliament  to  one  City  or 
County, — another  to  another, —  and  fo  on  ? 
Is  it  poliible,  I  fay,  for  you  to  believe  an 
Abfurdity  fo  grols  and  glaring  ?  And  yet 
grofs  and  palpable  as  this  Abfurdity  is,  you 
mutt  either  believe  it,  or  adopt  a  ftill  greater, 
viz.  that,  though  the  King  cannot  do  thefe 
ttrange  things  in  England,  yet  he  can  do 
them  all  in  America  ;  becaufe  his  Royal 
Prerogative,  like  Wire  coiled  up  in  a  Box, 
can  be  ttretched  and  drawn  out  to  almott 
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any  Length,  according  to  the  Diftance  and 
Extent  of  his  Dominions.  Good  Heaven9  ! 
what  a  fudden  Alteration  is  this  !  An  Ame¬ 
rican  pleading  for  the  Extenlion  of  the  Pre¬ 
rogative  of  the  Crown  ?  Yes,  if  it  could 
make  for  his  Caufe ; — and  for  extending  it 
too  beyond  all  the  Bounds  of  Law,  of  Rea- 
lon,  and  of  Common  Senfe  ! 

But  though  I  have  for  Argument’s  fake, 
and  merely  to  confute  you  in  your  own  Way, 
here  fuppofed,  that  the  Crown  had  been  fo 
ill  advifed,  as  to  grant  Charters  to  the  Colo¬ 
nies  fo  uncon ftitutional  and  illegal,  as  t’nefe 
undoubtedly  muft  have  been  ;  —  yet  the 
Fail  itfelf  is  far  otherwife  *:  for  no  fuch 

*  i  * 

Charters  were  ever  granted.  Nay,  many  of 
your  Colony  Charters  afiert  quite  the  con¬ 
trary,  by  containing  exprefs  Refervations  of 

*  Oar  former  Princes  claimed  a  Right,  and  frequently 
exercifed  the  Power  of  levying  Taxes,  without  the  Confent 
of  Parliament.  But  upon  fettling  the  Colonies,  this  fuppofed 
Right,  which  coll  Charles  I.  his  Crown,  and  his  Life, 
was  not  infilled  on  in  any  of  the  Charters,  and  was  exprefsly 
given  up  in  that  which  was  granted  to  Lord  Baltimore  for 
Maryland.  Now  this  Claufe,  which  is  nothing  more  than 
the  Renunciation  of  obfolete  Prerogative,  is  quoted  in  our 
News  Papers,  as  if  it  was  a  Renunciation  of  the  Rights  of 
Parliament  to  raife  Taxes.  Whereas  the  King  in  that 
~  Charter  ftipulated  only  for  himfelf  his  Heirs,  and  SucceJJors , 
not  to  raife  Taxes  by  virtue  of  the  Prerogative  Royal :  which 
certainly  he  might  do  ;  and  which  was  very  proper  to  be 
done  for  the  Encouragement  and  Security  of  a  new  Colony. 
But  he  could  not  ftipulate  for  the  Parliament ;  and  indeed 

he  did  not  attempt  to  do  it. 
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ParliamentaryRights,  particularly  that  great 
one  of  levying  Taxes,  And  thofe  Charters 
Which  do  not  make  fuch  Provifoes  in  ex- 
prefs  Terms,  muft  be  fuppofed  virtually  to 
imply  them  j  becaufe  the  Law  and  Confti- 
tution  will  not  allow,  that  the  King  can  do 
more  either  at  home  or  abroad,  by  the  Pre¬ 
rogative  Royal,  than  theLaw  and  Conftitu- 
tion  authorize  him  to  do. 

However,  if  you  are  ftill  doubtful,  and  if 
you  would  with  to  have  a  Confirmation  of 
this  Argument  by  fome  plain  Fad,  fome 
ftriking  Proof,  and  vifible  Example ; — -I  will 
give  you  one  j  and  fuch  an  one  too,  as  {hall 
convince  you,  if  any  thing  can,  of  the  Folly 
and  Abfurdity  of  your  Pofitions  ;  the  City  of 
London,  for  inftance,— a  Body  Politic  as 
refpedable,  without  Offence,  as  the  greateffc 
of  your  Colonies  with  regard  to  Property , 
and  fuperior  to  many  of  them  with  refped  to 
Numbers  this  great  City,  I  fay,  the  Me¬ 
tropolis  of  the  whole  Britifh  Empire,  hath 
long  enjoyed,  before  the  Colonies  were  ever 
thought  of,  the  threefold  Power  of  Jurif- 
didion, — "Legiflation, — -and  Taxation  in  cer¬ 
tain  Cafes:  but  no  Man  in  his  Senfes  ever 
yet  fuppofed,  that  the  City  of  London  either 
was,  or  could  be  exempted  by  thefe  Char¬ 
ters  from  Parliamentary  jurifdidion,  or  Par¬ 
liamentary  Taxes  j  and  if  any  Citizen  fhonld 

C  plead 


plead  the  Chatters  in  Bar  to  Parliamentary 
Authority,  or  refute  to  pay  his  Quota  of  the 
Land-Tax,  becaufe  that  Tax  is  not  laid  on 
by  an  A£t  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Common  Council ;  — I  do  not  fay  in¬ 
deed,  that  the  Judges  would  commit  him  to 
Newgate  ;  — but  I  do  verily  believe,  that 
they  would  order  him  to  another  Place  of 
Confinement,  much  fitter  for  a  Perfon  in  his 
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unhappy  Situation. 

And  now,  my  good  Friend,  what  can 
you  lay  to  thefe  things  ? — The  only  thing 
which  you  ought  to  fay,  is,  — «  that  you  did 
not  fee  the  Affair  in  its  true  Light  before  : 
and  that  you  are  fincerely  forry  for  having 
been  fo  pofitive  in  a  wrong  Caufe.  Confut¬ 
ed  moft  undoubtedly  you  are  beyend  the 
Poflibility  of  a  Reply,  as  far  as  the  Law  and 

Conftitution  of  the  Realm  are  concerned  in 

■ 

this  Queftion.  But  indeed  it  feems  to  me 
by  certain  Paffages  in  your  Letters,  that, 
though  you  raife  a  terrible  Outcry  againft 
•  the  fuppofed  Violation  of  your  Charters  ; 
you  yourfelf  would  not  reft  the  Merits  of 
your  Caufe  upon  the  Proof  of  fuch  a  Viola¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  you  would  rather  drop  that 
Point,  than  attempt  to  juftify  the  Charge,  il 
.  called  upon  to  do  it. 

What  then  is  it,  which  you  have  next  to 
offer  ?  Oh  !  “  The  Unreafonablenefs !  the 

“  In- 
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“  Injuftice!  and  the  Cruelty  of  taxing  a 
“  free  People,  without  permitting  them  to 
<c  have  Reprefentatives  of  their  own  to  ail- 
fwer  for  them,  and  to  maintain  their 
“  fundamental  Rights  and  Privileges  !” 

Strange,  that  you  did  notdifcover  thefe  bad 
things  before!  Strange,  that  though  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  Parliament  has  been,  from  the  Beginning, 
thus  unreafonable,  thus  unjuft ,  and  cruel  towards 
you, by  levying  Taxes  on  many  Commodities 
outwards  and  inwards, —  nay,  by  laying  an 
internal  Tax,  the  Poft-Tax  for  Example, 
on  the  whole  Britifh  Empire  in  America  j  — 
and,  what  is  Rill  worfe,  by  making  Laws  to 
affedt  your  Property,  viz.  your  Paper  Cur¬ 
rency,  and  even  to  take  away  Life  itfelf,  if 

you  offend  againft  them  j - Strange  and 

unaccountable,  I  fay,  that  after  you  had 
fuffered  all  this  fo  long,  you  fhould  not  have 
been  able  to  have  difcovered,  that  you  were 
without  Reprefentatives  in  the  Britifh  Par¬ 
liament,  of  your  own  eleBing ,  till  this  en¬ 
lightening  Tax  upon  Paper  opened  your 
Eyes  1  And  what  a  pity  is  it,  that  you  have 
been  Slaves  for  fo  many  Generations,  and 
yet  did  not  know,  that  you  were  Slaves  un¬ 
til  now,  A-ri.  r  ...  *  .  ** 

But  let  that  pafs,  my  dear  Coufin  ;  for  I 

always  choofe  to  confute  you  in  your  own 
way,  Now,  if  you  mean  any  thing  at  all 

,  nsrasau  Cz  by 
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by  .  the  Words  unreafonable,  unjuft,  and 
cruel,  as  ufed  in  this  Difputc  ;  you  muft 
mean,  that  the  Mother  Country  deals  worfe 
by  you,  than  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain  $  and  that  (he  denies  certain  Confti- 
tutional  Rights  and  Privileges  to  you  abroad, 
which  we  enjoy  here  at  home,  Now  pray 
what  are  thofe  Conftitutional  Rights  and 
Liberties,  which  are  refufed  to  you  ?  Name 
them,  if  you  can-— The  things,  which  you 
pretend  to  alledge  are,  f<  The  Rights  of  vot- 
“  ing  for  Members  of  the  Britifti  Parlia- 
<£  ment ;  and  the  Liberty  of  choofing  your 
t(  own  Reprefen  tatives.”  But  furely  you 
will  not  dare  to  fay,  that  we  refufe  your 
Votes,  when  you  come  hither  to  offer 
them,  and  choofe  to  poll :  you  cannot  have 
the  Face  to  affert,  that  on  an  Eledtion  Day 
any  Difference  is  put  between  the  Vote  of  a 
Man  born  in  America,  and  of  one  born 
here  in  England.  Yet  this  you  muft  affert, 
and  prove  too^  before  you  can  do  any  thing 
to  the  prefent  Purpofe.  Suppofe  therefore, 
that  (an  American  hath  acquired  a  Vote  (as 
he  legally  may,  and  many  have  done)  in  any 
of  our  Cities  or  Counties,  Towns,  or  Bo¬ 
roughs  ;  fuppofe,  that  he  is  become  a  Free¬ 
man,  or  a  Freeholder  here  in  England  j 
on  that  State  of  the  Cafe,  prove  if  you  can, 
that  his  Vote  was  ever  refufed,  becaufe  he 
,  »'  -  ’  was 
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was  born  in  America :  —  Prove  this,  I  fayt 
and  then  I  will  allow,  that  your  Complaints 
are  very  juft  ;  and  that  you  are  indeed  the 
much  injured,  the  cruel ly-treated  People, 
you  would  make  the  World  believe. 

But,  my  good  Friend,  is  this  fuppofed 
Refufal  the  real  Caufe  of  your  Complaint? 
Is  this  the  Grievance  that  calls  fo  loudly  for 
Redrefs  ?  Oh  !  no,  you  have  no  Complaint 
of  this  fort  to  make  :  but.  the  Caufe  of  your 
Complaint  is  this  j  that  you  live  at  too  great 
a  Diftance  from  the  Mother  Country  to  be 
prefent  at  our  Englifh  Elections }  and  that 
in  Confequence  of  this  Diftance,  the  Free¬ 
dom  of  our  Towns,  or  the  Freeholds  in  our 
Counties,  as  far  as  voting  is  concerned,  are 
not  worth  attending  to.  It  may  be  fo  ;  but 
pray  eonfider,  if  you  yourfelves  do  choofe 
to  make  it  inconvenient  for  you  to  come  and 
vote,  by  retiring  into  diftant  Countries,—, 
what  is  that  to  us  ?  And  why  are  we  to  be 
reproached  for  committing  a  ‘  Violation  on 

*  the  Birth-rights  of  Englithmen,  which,  if 

*  it  be  a  Violation,  is  committed  only  by 

*  yourfelves  ?’  It  feems,  you  find  it  to  be  your 

particular  Intereft  to  live  in  the  Colonies  j 
it  feems,  that  you  prefer  the  Emoluments 
of  refiding  there  to  your  Capacity,  or  Capa¬ 
bility  (take  which  Word  you  pleafe)  of  re¬ 
ading  and  voting  here.  Now  this  is  your 
-  4  own 
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mvn  free  Choice  j  and  we  leave  you  at  full 
Liberty  to  adt  as  you  think  proper  :  but 
then,  are  we  obliged  to  alter  our  Political 
Syftem  merely  to  accord  with  your  Conve¬ 
nience  ?  Are  we  to  change  and  new  model 
our  fixed  and  ancient  Conftitution,  juft  as 
you  fhall  fee  fit  to  command  us  ?  and  ac¬ 
cording  as  it  (hall  pleafe  you  to  remove  from 
Place  to  Place  ?  and  is  this  the  Complai¬ 
sance,  which  you  expedt  the  Mother 
Country  ftiould  (hew  to  her  dutiful  Chil¬ 
dren  ?  Yes,  it  is  j  and  you  demand  it  too  with 
a  loud  Voice,  full  of  Anger,  of  Defiance, 
and  Denunciation. 

However,  the  Lion  is  not  always  fo  fierce 
as  he  is  painted ; — and  till  we  are  beaten 
into  a  Compliance*  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  we 
may  be  allowed  to  expoftulate  with  you  in  a 
few  harmlefs,  unbloody  Words.  Grant¬ 
ing  therefore,  that  the  Colonies  are  unre- 
prefented  in  the  Britifh  Parliament :  Grant¬ 
ing  that  two  Millions  of  People  in  America 
have,  in  this  refpedt,  no  Choice,  nor  Elec¬ 
tion  of  their  own,  through  the  Necefiity  of 
the  Cafe,  and  their  Diftance  from  the  Plaice 
of  El edtion  -What  would  you  infer  from 
this  Concefiion  ?  And  wherein  can  fuch 
Kind  of  Topics  fupport  your  Caufe  ?  For 
know,  young  Man,  that  not  only  two 
'Millions-,  which  are  the  utmoft,  that  your 
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exaggerated  Accounts  can  be  fwelled  to » 
I  fay,  not  only  two  Millions,  but  fix  Mil¬ 
lions  at  leaft  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Bri- 
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tain,  are  ftill  unreprefented  in  the  Britifli 
Parliament.  And  this  Omifiion  arifes,  not 
from  the  Neceffity  of  the  Cafe,  not  from 
confulting  Intereft,  and  Convenience  as  with 
you,  but  from  original  Ideas  of  Gothic  vaf- 
lalage, —  from  various  Cafualties  and  Ac¬ 
cidents, — from  Changes  in  the  Nature  of 
Property, — from  the  Alteration  of  Times 
and  Circumftances, —  and  from  a  thoufand 
other  Caufes.  Thus,  for  Example,  in  the 
great  Metropolis,,  and  in  many  other  Cities, 
landed  Property  itfelf  hath  no  Reprefenta- 
tive  in  Parliament ;  Copyholds  and  Leafe- 
holds  of  various  Kinds  have  none  likewife, 
though  of  ever  fo  great  a  Value.  This  you 
yourfelf  very  well  know  ;  becaufe  when  you 
were  here  laft,  you  knew,  that  I  was  pof- 
feffed  of  confiderable  landed  Property  in 
London,  and  of  feveral  Copyholds  and  be¬ 
neficial  Leafeholds  in  the  Country,  and  yet 
that  I  never  had  a  V ote.  Moreover,  in  fome 
Towns  neither  Freedom,  nor  Birth-right, 
nor  the  ferving  of  an  Apprenticelhip,  fhail 
entitle  a  Man  to  give  a  Vote,  though  they 
may  enable  him  to  let  up  a  Trade  :  In  other 
Towns  the  moft  numerous,  the  moft  popu¬ 
lous,  and  flourifhing  of  any,  there  are  no 
’v'-'  Free- 
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Freedoms  or  Votes  of  any  Sort;  but  all  19 
open;  and  none  are  reprefented.  And  be- 
fides  all  this,  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
great  Eaft  India  Company,  which  have  fuch 
vaft  Settlements,  and  which  difpofe  of  the 
Fate  of  Kings  and  Kingdoms  abroad,  have 
not  fo  much  as  a  fingle  Member,  or  even  a 
fingle  Vote,  quatenus  a  Company,  to  watch 
over  their  Interefts  at  home.  What  like- 
wife  {hall  we  fay  in  regard  to  the  prodi¬ 
gious  number  of  Stock-holders  in  our  public 
Funds  ?  And  may  not  their  Property,  per¬ 
haps  little  fhort  of  One  hundred  Millions 
Sterling,  as  much  deferve  to  be  reprefented 
in  Parliament,  as  the  fcattered  Townfliips, 
or  ftraggling  Houles  of  fome  of  your  Pro¬ 
vinces  in  America  ?  yet  we  raife  no  Com¬ 
motions  ;  we  neither  ring  the  Alarm-Bell, 
nor  found  the  Trumpet  but  fubmit  to  be 
taxed  without  being  reprefented ;  —  and 
taxed  too,  let  me  tell  you,  for  your  Sakes. 
Witnefs  the  additional  Duties  on  our  Lands, 
Windows,  Houfes ; — alfo  on  our  Malt, 
Beer,  Ale,  Cyder,  Perry,  Wines,  Brandy, 
Rum,  Coffee,  Chocolate,  &c.  &c.  &c.  for 
defraying  the  Expences  of  the  late  War,— 
not  forgetting  the  grievous  Stamp-Duty  it- 
felf.  All  this,  I  fay,  we  fubmitted  to,  when 
you  were,  or  at  leaf:,  when  you -pretended 
to  be,  in  great  Did  refs :  fo  that  neither  Men, 
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almoft  to  the  laft  Drop  of  Blood  we  could 
fpill, — nor  Money,  to  the  laft  Piece  of  Coin, 
were  fpared  :  but  all  was  granted  away,  all 
was  made  a  Sacrifice,  when  you  cried  'out 
for  Help.  And  the  Debt  which  we  con- 
trailed  on  this  Occafion,  is  fo  extraordinary, 
as  not  to  be  parallelled  in  Hiftory. — It  is  to 
be  hoped,  for  the  Credit  of  human  Nature, 
that  the  Returns  which  you  have  made  us 
for  thefe  Succours,  and  your  prefent  Beha¬ 
viour  towards  us,  which  perhaps  are  Hill 
more  extraordinary,  may  not  be  parallelled 
likewife.  !  ' 

But  as  you  Americans  do  not  chufe  to 
remember  any  thing,  which  we  have  done 
for  you  ; — though  we,  and  our  Children 
fhall  have  Caufe  to  remember  it  till  lateft 
Pofterity ;  —  let  us  come  to  the  Topic, 
which  you  yourfelves  do  with  to  reft  your 
Caufe  upon,  and  which  you  imagine  to  be 
the  Sheet  Anchor  of  your  State  Veffel. 
c‘  You  are  not  reprefented  ;  and  you  are 
**  Two  Millions  :  therefore  you, ought  not 
,tt  to  be  taxed.”  We  are  not  reprefented  j 
and  we  are  Six  Millions  :  therefore  we  ought 
not  to  be  taxed.  Which  now,  even  in  your 
own  Senfe  of  Things,  have  moft  Reafon  to 
complain?  And  which  Grievance,  if  it  be 
a  Grievance,  deferves  firft  to  be  redrelTed  ? 
.Be  it  therefore  fuppofed,  that  an  Augmen- 
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tation  ought  to  take  place  in  our  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  order  to  reprefent  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  the  prodigious  Numbers  of  Britifh 
Subjects  hitherto  unreprefented.  In  this 
Cafe  the  firft  Thing  to  be  done,  is  to  fettle 
the  Proportion.  And  therefore  if  Two 
Millions  (the  Number  of  Perfons  adlually 
reprefented  at  prefent)  require  Five  hun¬ 
dred  and  Fifty-eight  Reprefentatives  (which 
I  think  is  the  Number  of  our  modern  Houfe 
of  Commons)  how  many  will  Six  Millions 
require  ? — The  Anfwer  is,  thSt  they  will 
require  One  thoufand  Six  hundred  and  Se¬ 
venty-four  Reprefentatives.  Now  this  is 
the  firft  Augmentation,  which  is  to  be  made 
to  our  Lift  of  Parliament  Men.  And  after 
the  Increafe,  we  are  to  be  furniftied,  by  the 
fame  Rule  of  Proportion,  with  Five  hun¬ 
dred  and  Fifty-eight  more  from  the  Colonies. 
So  that  the  total  Numbers  will  be  Two 
thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Nine¬ 
ty  Representatives  in  Parliament! 
A  goodly  Number  truly  !  and  very  proper 
for  the  Difpatch  of  Bufinefs  !  Oh,  the  De¬ 
cency  and  Order  of  fuch  an  Affembly!  The 
Wifdom  and  Gravity  of  Two  thoufand  Se¬ 
ven  hundred  and  Ninety  Legiflators  all  met 
together  in  one  Room !  What  a  Pity  is  it, 
that  fo  hopeful  a  Project  ftiould  not  be  car¬ 
ried  into  immediate  Execution ! 


But, 
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But,  my  noble  Senator  j— : for  certainly 
you  yourfelf  rauft  figure  away  in  fuch  an  au- 
euft  Aftembly  ; — permit  an  old  Man  to  re¬ 
veal  one  Secret  to  you,  before  you  proceed 
any  farther  in  your  reprefenting  Scheme : 
viz.  That  the  Complaint  itfelf  of  being  un~ 
reprefented,  is  entirely  falfe  and  groundlefs. 
For  both  the  Six  Millions  at  home,  and  the 
Two  Millions  in  the  Colonies,  are  all  repre¬ 
fented  already.  This  perhaps  may  ftartle 
you  :  but  nevertbelefs  this  is  the  Fait.  And 
though  I  have  hitherto  ufed  a  different  Lan¬ 
guage  merely  to  accommodate  myfelf  to 
your  Ideas,  and  to  confute  your  Folly  in 
your  own  Way,  I  muft  now  tell  you,  that 
every  Member  of  Parliament  reprefents  you 
and  me,  and  our  Interefts  in  all  efiential 
Points,  juft  as  much  as  if  we  had  voted  for 
him.  For  though  one  Place,  or  one  Set  of 
Men  may  eledt,  and  fend  him  up  to  Parlia¬ 
ment,  yet,  when  once  he  becomes  a  Mem¬ 
ber,  he  is  then  the  equal  Guardian  of  all. 
And  he  ought  not,  by  the  Duty  of  his  Of¬ 
fice,  to  fhew  a  Preference  to  his  own  Town, 
City,  or  County,  but  in  fuch  Cafes  only, 
where  a  Preference  fhall  not  interfere  with 
the  general  Good.  Nay,  he  ought  in  Con- 
fcience  to  give  his  Vote  in  Parliament  againft 
the  Senfe,  and  againft  the  Inflrudtions  of 

his  Electors,  if  he  fhould  think  in  his  Con- 
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fcience,  that  what  they  require,  is  wron^ 
in  itlelf,  is  illegal  or  injurious,  and  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  public  Welfare.  This  then 
being  the  Cafe,  it  therefore  follows,  that 
our  Birminghams,  Manchefters,  Leeds,  Ha- 
lifax.es,  &c.  and  your  Boftons,  New- Yorks 
ap.d  I  hijadclphias,  are  all  as  really ,  though 
not  fo  nominally  reprefen  ted,  as  any  Part 
whatfoeyer  of  the  Britifh  Empire  i-And 
mat  each  of  thefe  Places  have  in  Fad',  in- 
Itead  of  one  or  two,  not  lefs  than  Five  hun¬ 
dred  and  Fifty-eight  Guardians  in  the  Bri- 
.  1  ocuate.  A  Number  abundantly  fuffi- 
c/ent,  as  far  as  human  Prudence  can  fuo-- 

|e.  or  .£e  Prefent  im perfect  State  of 
Things  will  permit,  for  the  Security  of  our 

Rights,  and  the  Prefervation  of  our  Liber¬ 
ties. 

But  perhaps  you  will  fay,  That  though  it 
may  be  a  Senator’s  Duty  to  regard  the  Whole 
rather  than  a  Part,  and  to  be  the  equal  Pro 
tedor  of  all  j— yet  he  will,  in  fad,  regard 
tnat  mod,  which  can  heft  promote  his  own 
Intereft,  and  fecure  his  Eledion  another 

T  nne;  „  fo  :“"For  who  can  guard 

again  ft  all  Ppffibihty  of  Danger?  And  what 

yitem  can  there  be  devifcd,  but  may  be  at- 
tended  with  Inconveniences  and  Imperfec¬ 
tions  in  feme  Refped,  or  other?— Never- 
thelefs,  if  your  general  Objedion  proves  any 

Thing, 
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T%,  it  proves  a  great  deal  too  much  • 
i^or  it  proves,  that  no  Man  ouvht  t „  ’ 

any  Tax,  but  that  only,  to  whichthe  Mem¬ 
ber  of  his  own  Town,  Citv  nr  c 
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an  oppofite  Interert,  are  therefore  no?  to 
Representatives,  and  confequently  not  the 
true  Guard, ans  of  his  Property.  —  fidn * 
therefore  without  a  Kspre/JatiZ  in  fueht 
Parliament,  he  is  under  no  Obligation  to 
obey  its  Laws,  or  pay  any  of  its  Tales, 
vVhere  now,  my  Friend,  will  you  turn  ? 
n  what  can  you  do,  to  extricate  yourfeif 
from  the  Difficulties  which  arife  on  III  Sides 

fiy  .‘teffie0!  Y°n  Cannr°ttUm  ^out,and 
J.’  t  (  other  Representatives,  whom 

Lad  ““vtIT  Ch°fc-  “d  for  whom°he 

perhaps  he  had  particular  Exceptions,  hav^ 
neverthelefs  a  Right  of  taxing  him,  be! 
caufe  he  makes  a  Part  of  the  Body  Politic 
implied  in,  and  concluded  by  the  reft  •-! 
you  cannot  fay  this,  becaufe  the  Doctrine 
of  ImPl NATION  is  the  very  Thing  to 
which  you  objeeft,  and  againft  whiclfyou 

Noif/ai  many  BaUeries  of  popular 
None  and  Clamour.  Nay,  as  the" Objec¬ 
tion  is  entirely  of  your  own  making,  it  muft 
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go  ft  111  further :  for  if  your  Argument  is 
good  for  any  thing,  it  is  as  good  for  North 
America  as  it  is  for  Great  Britain :  and  con- 
fequently  you  mult  maintain,  that  all  thofe 
in  your  leveral  Provinces  who  have  no  Votes 
(and  many  Thoufands  of  fuch  there  are) 
and  alfo  all  thofe  Votes,  whofe  Reprefenta- 
tives  did  not  exprefly  confent  to  the  Aft  of 
your  Affemblies  for  raifing  any  of  your  own 
provincial  Taxes,- — ought  not  to  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  pay  them.  Thefe  now  are  the 
happy  Confequences  of  your  own  Princi¬ 
ples,  fairly,  clearly,  and  evidently  deduced : 

Will  you  abide  by  them  ? 

But  however,  not  to  pufh  you  into  more 
Abfurdities  of  this  Kind,  let  us  wave  the 
prefent  Point,  and  come  to  another.  For, 
after  all  your  doleful  Complaints,  whai  it 
it  fhould  appear,  that  thefe  Five  hundred 
and  Fifty-eight  Parliamentary  Guardians, 
•who  reprefent  you  only  by  Implication,  have, 
in  Faft,  been"  kinder  and  more  bountiful  to 
you  Americans,  than  they  have  been  to 
their  own  Britilh  Voters,  whom  they  repre¬ 
fent  by  Nomination  ?  And,  what  if  even 
this  Argument,  fo  full  of  Sorrow  and  La¬ 
mentation,  Ihould  at  laft  be  retorted  upon 
you,  and  made  to  conclude,  like  all  the 

reft,  the  very  Reverfe  of  what  you  intend¬ 
ed  ?  This,  I  believe,  is  what  you  little  ex- 

.  "  _ Li- 
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pe&ed  :  but  neverthelefs,  this  is  the  Cafe.' 
For  if  there  be  any  Partiality  to  be  com¬ 
plained  of  in  the  Condud  of  the  British  Par¬ 
liament,  it  will  appear  to  be  a  Partiality  in 
Favour  of  the  Colonies,  and  againft  the 
Mother  Country.  —  Do  you  demand  my 
Authority  for  this  Aflertion  ?  I  will  give  it 
you:  The  Statutes  of  the  Realm  are  my  Au¬ 
thority  ;  and  furely  you  cannot  demand  a 
better.  By  thefe  then  it  will  appear,  that 
a  Colonift,  and  confequently  fubordinate  to 
the  Mother  Country  in  the  very  Nature  of 
Things,  is  neverthelefs  put  upon  a  better 
Footing,  in  many  Refpccis,  than  an  Inha¬ 
bitant  of  Great  Britain.  By  thefe  it  will 
appear,  that  the  Parliament,  like  an  over 
•  indulgent  Parent  to  a  favourite,  froward 
Child,  hath  been  continually  heaping  Fa¬ 
vours  upon  you,  which  we  were  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  tafte.  Thus,  for  Example,  you 
have  your  Choice,  whether  you  will  accept 
of  my  Price  for  your  Tobacco, — or  after 
bringing  it  here,  whether  you  will  carry  it 
.  away,  and  try  your  Fortune  at  another 
Market :  but  I  have  no  alternative  allowed, 
being  obliged  to  buy  yours  at  your  own 
Price;  or  elfe  to  pay  fuch  a  Duty  for  the 
Tobacco  of  other  Countries,  as  muff 
amount  to  a  Prohibition.  Nay,  in  order 
to  favour  your  Plantations,  I  am  not  per¬ 
mitted 
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mitted  to  plant  this  Herb  on  my  own  Ef- 
tate,  though  the  Soil  fhould  he  ever  fo  pro¬ 
per  for  it.  Again,  the  fame  Choice,  and  the 
lame  Alternative  are  allowed  to  you,  and 
denied  to  me,  in  regard  to  Rice  ;  with  this 
additional  Advantage,  -that  in  many  Re- 
fpedts  you  need  not  bring  it  into  England  at 
all,  unlefs  you  are  fo  minded. — And  what 
will  you  fay  in  Relation  to  Hemp?  The 
Parliament  now  gives  you  a  Bounty  of  8 /. 
per  Ton  for  exporting  your  Hemp  from 
North  America ;  but  will  allow  me  nothing 
for  growing  it  here  in  England  j  nay,  will 
tax  me  very  feverely  for  fetching  it  from 
any  other  Country  j  though  it  be  an  Ar¬ 
ticle  inofl:  effentially  necelfary  for  all  the 
Purpofes  of  Shipping  and  Navigation. 
Moreover  in  refpedt  to  the  Culture  of  Raw 
Silk,  you  have  an  immenfe  Parliamentary 
Premium  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  you  receive 
farther  Encouragements  from  our  Society  for 
Arts  and  Sciences,  which  is  continually  add¬ 
ing  frefh  Rewards: — but  I  can  receive  no 
Encouragement  either  from  the  one,  or  from 
the  other,  to  bear  my  Expences  at  hrfi  fet- 
ting  out  *,  — -  though  moil  undeniably  the 
white  Mulberry-Trees  can  thrive  as  well 
on  my  Grounds,  as  they  can  in  Switzer¬ 
land,  Brandenb.urgh,  Denmark,  or  Swe¬ 
den,  where  vail  Quantities  are  now  railing. 

Take 
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Take  another  inftance  :  Why  {hall  not  I  be 
permitted  to  buy  Pitch,  Tar,  and  Turpen¬ 
tine, — without  which  I  cannot  put  my  Ships 
to  Sea  ;  — and  Indigo,  fo  ufeful  in  many 
Manufactures  ; — why  {hall  not  I  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  purchafe  thefe  Articles  wherever 
I  can,  the  belt  in  their  kind,  and  on  the 
belt  Terms  ? — No,  I  {hall  not ;  for  though 
they  are  all  raw  Materials,  which  therefore 
ought  to  have  been  imported  Duty  free,  yet 
I  am  reftrained  by  an  heavy  Duty,  almoft 
equal  to  a  Prohibition,  from  purchafing 
them  any  where,  but  from  you  : — Whereas 
you  on  the  contrary,  are  paid  a  Bounty  for 
felling  thefe  very  Articles,  at  the  only  Mar¬ 
ket,  in  which  you  could  fell  them  to  Ad¬ 
vantage,  viz.  the  Englifh.* 

Much  more  might  have  been  faid  on 
this  Subjedt:  and  the  like  Obfervations 
might  have  been  extended  to  the  Sugar  Co¬ 
lonies.  But  I  forbear.— For  indeed  enough 
has  been  faid  already  (and  as  it  expofes  our 
Partiality  and  Infatuation  a  little  feverely, 
perhaps  too  much) — in  order  to  prove  to  the 
World,  that  of  all  People  upon  Earth,  you 
have  the  leaft  Reafon  to  complain. 

— But  complain  you  will :  And  no  fooner 

*  Thofe  who  have  not  the  Statutes  at  large,  may  fee 
the  Things  here  referred  to,  and  many  others  of  the  like 
Sort,  in  Crouche’s  or  Saxby’s  Book  of  Rates. 
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is  one  Recital  of  imaginary  Grievances 

filericed  and  confuted ;  but,  like  the  Hydra 

in  the  Fable,  up  ftarts  another.  Let  us 

fee  therefore,  what  is  your  next  Objection, 

which  I  think,  is  the  latl,  that  with  all  your 

Zeal,  and  Good-will,  you  are  able  to  muf- 

ter  up.— “  The  Inexpediency  and  Excef- 

“  fivenefs  of  fuch  a  Tax  !  a  Tax  ill-timed 

“in  itfelf,  and  ill  digefted !  unfeafonably 

“  laid  on  !  and  exceeding  all  Rules  of  Pro- 

“  portion  in  regard  to  the  Abilities  of  thofe, 

“  who  are  to  pay  it  1”  • 

Now,  my  Friend,  had  there  been  any 

Truth  in  tliefe  AiTertions,  which  I  fhali 

foon  make  to  appear,  that  there  is  not 

but  had  there  been  ; — the  Plea  itfelf  comes 

rather  of  the  iateft,  and  out  of  Place,  from 

you  ; — from  you,  I  fay,  who  peremptorily 

objedfc  to  the  very  Power  and  Authority  of 

the  Britifh  Parliament  of  laying  any  internal 

Taxes  upon  the  Colonies,  great  or  fmall,  or 

at  any  Time  feafonable,  or  unfeafonable. 

And  therefore,  had  you  been  able  to  have 

•» 

proved  the  Illegality  of  fuch  a  Tax,  it  would 
have  been  quite  fuperfluous  to  have  inform¬ 
ed  us  afterwards,  that  this  Ufurpation  of 
your  Rights  and  Liberties  was  either  an  ex- 
ceffive,  or  an  unfeafonable  Ufurpation.  But 
as  you  have  failed  in  this  firft  Point ;  nay,  as 
ail  your  own  Arguments  have  proved  the 

very 
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very  reverfe  of  what  you  intended ; and 
very  probably,  as  you  yourfelf.  was  not  ori¬ 
ginally  quite  fatisfied  with  the  Juftice  of 
your  Caufe  and  mud  have  feen  abundant 
Reafon  before  this  Time  to  have  altered, 
your  former  hafty,  and  rafh  Opinion  ; — I 
will  therefore  wave  the  Advantage,  and  now 
debate  the  Point  with  you,  as  though  you 
had  acknowledged  the  Parliamentary  Right 
of  Taxation,  and  only  excepted  to  the  Quan¬ 
tum,  or  the  Mode,  the  Time,  or  the  Man¬ 
ner  of  it.  .  ■. 

Now  two  Things  are  here  to  be  difcufled  ; 
fir  ft,  the  pretended  Excefjivenejs  of  the  Tax ; 
and  fecondly,  the  Unfeafonablenefs  of  it.  As 
to  the  Exceflivenefs  of  the  Stamp  Duties, 
the  Proof  of  this  muft  depend  upon  the 
Proof  of  a  previous  Article,  viz.  the  rela¬ 
tive  Poverty,  and  Inability  of  thofe,  who 
are  to  pay  it.  But  how  do  you  propofe  to 
make  out  this  Point  ?  And  after  having 
given  us  for  fome  Years  paft  fuch  difplays 
of  your  growing  Riches  and  increafing 
Magnificence,  as  perhaps  never  any  People 
did  in  the  fame  Space  of  Time  ;  how  can 
you  now  retradt  and  call  yourfelves  a  poor 
People  ?  Remember,  my  young  Man,  the 
feveral  Expoftulations  I  had  with  your  de- 
ceafed  Father  on  the  prodigious  Increafe  of 
American  Luxury.  And  what  was  his  Re- 
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ply?  Why,  that  an  Increafeof  Luxury  was 
an  infeparable  Attendant  on  an  Increafe  of 
Riches :  And  that,  if  I  expected  to  con¬ 
tinue  nay  North  American  Trade,  I  mud 
fuit  my  Cargo  to  the  Tafte  of  my  Cuftom- 
ers  i  and  not  to  my  own  old-fafhioned  Notions 
of  the  Parfimony  of  former  Days,  when 
America  was  a  poor  Country.  Remember 
therefore  the  Orders  given  by  him,  and  af¬ 
terwards  by  you,  to  have  your  AlTortment 
of  Goods  made  richer,  and  finer  every 
Year.  And  are  your  Gold  and  Silver  Laces  j 
—your  rich  Brocades,  Silks,  and  Velvets  v 
—your  Plate,  and  China,  and  Jewels ; — 
your  Coaches  and  Equipages  ; — your  fump- 
tuous  Furniture,  Prints,  and  Pictures. — Are 
all  thefe  Things  now  laid  afide  ?  Have  you 
no  Concerts,  or  Affemblies,  no  Play  Houfes, 
or  Gaming  Houfes  now  fubfifting  ?  Have 
you  put  down  your  Horfe  Races  and  other 
fuch  like  Sports  and  Diverfions  ?  And  is  the 
Luxury  of  your  Tables,  and  the  Variety 
and  Profufion  of  your  Wines  and  Liquors 
quite  banithed  from  among  you  ? — Thefe 
are  the  Queftions,  which  you  ought  to 
anfwer,  before  an  Eftimate  can  be  made 
of  your  relative  Poverty,  or  before  any 
judgment  can  -be  formed  concerning  the 
Exceffivenefs  of  the  Tax. 

But  I  have  not  yet  done  with  you  on 
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this  Head.  For  even  though  you  were  poor 
(which  you  know,  you  are  not,  compared 
with  what  you  were  Thirty  Years  ago)  it 
may  neverthelefs  happen,  that  our  relative 
Poverty  may  be  found  to  be  greater  than 
yours.  And  if  fo,  when  a  new  Burthen 
is  to  be  laid  on,  the  proper  Queftion  is, 
which  of  thefe  two  Sorts  of  poor  People, 
is  the  belt  able,  or,  if  you  pleafe,  the  bed: 
unable  to  bear  it  ?» — efpecialiy  if  it  be  taken 
into  the  Account,  that  this  additional  Load 
is  an  American  Burthen,  and  not  a  Britifh 
one.  Be  it  therefore  granted,  according  to 
what  you  fay,  that  you  are  Two  Millions 
of  Souls  :  be  it  alfo  allowed,  as  it  is  com¬ 
monly  averted,  that  the  Public  Debt  of  the 
feveral Provinces  amountsto  about  800,000/. 
Sterling :  and  in  the  next  Place,  be  it  fup- 
pofed,  for  Argument’s  fake,  that  were  this 
general  Debt  equally  divided  among  the 
Two  Millions,  each  Individual  would  owe 
about  the  Value  of  Eight  Shillings.  Thus 
hands  the  Account  on  one  fide.  Now  we 
in  Britain  are  reckoned  to  be  about  Eight 
Millions  of  Souls  ;  and  we  owe  almoft  One 
hundred  and  forty-four  Millions  of  Money: 
which  Debt,  were  it  equally  divided  among 
us,  would  throw  a  Burthen  upon  each  Per- 
fon  of  about  18/.  Sterling.  This  then  be¬ 
ing  the  State  of  the  Cafe  on  both  fides ; 

would 
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would  It  be  fo  capital  an  Offence  ?  would  it 
be  High-Treafon  in  us  to  demand  of  you, 
who  owe  fo  little,  to  contribute  equally 
with  ourlelves,  who  owe  fo  much,  towards 
the  public  Expences ; — and  fuch  Expences 
too  as  you  were  the  Caufe  of  creating  ? 
Would  it  be  a  Crime  of  a  Nature  fo  very 
heinous  and  diabolical,  as  to  call  forth  the 
hotteft  of  your  Rage  and  Fury?  Surely 
no: — And  yet,  my  gentle  Friend,  we  do 
not  fo  much  as  afk  you  to  contribute  equally 
with  ourfeives,  we  only  demand,  that  you 
would  contribute  fame t hi ng. — And  what  is 
this  fomething  ?  why  truly  it  is,  that  when 
we  raife  about  Eight  Millions  of  Money  an¬ 
nually  upon  Eight  Millions  of  Perlons,  we 
expedf,  that  you  would  contribute  One 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds  (for  the  Stamp 
Duty  upon  the  Continent  alone,  without 
comprehending  the  Iflands,  cannot  poffibly 
amount  to  more)  I  fay,  we  expedt,  that  you 
fhould  contribute  One  hundred  thoufand 
Pounds  to  be  railed  on  Two  Millions :  that 
is,  when  each  of  us  pays,  one  with  another. 
Twenty  Shillings  per  Head,  we  expedt,  that 
each  of  you  fhould  pay  the  Sum  of  One 
Shilling !  "Blulh !  blufh  for  fhame  at  your  per- 
verfe  and  fcandalous  Behaviour!' — Words 
ftill  more  keen,  and  perhaps  more  juft, 
are  ready  to  break  forth,  through  an  honeft: 
Indignation  : — but  I  fupprefs  them. 

—Per- 
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— Perhaps  you  will  fay,  and  I  think,  it 
is  the  only  thing  left  for  you  to  fay  in  ex- 
cufe  for  fuch  Proceedings,  that  you  have 
other  Public-  Taxes  to  pay,  belides  thofe 
which  the  Britifh  Parliament  now  requires* 
Undoubtedly  you  have,  for  your  Provin¬ 
cial  and  other  Taxes  are  likewife  to  be  paid : 
But  here  let  me  alk,  is  not  this  our  Cafe 
alfo  ?  and  have  not  we  many  other  Taxes 
to  difcharge  befides  thofe  which  belong  to 
the  Public,  and  are  to  be  accounted  for  at 
the  Exchequer? — Surely  we  have:  Wit- 
nefs  our  County  Taxes,  Militia  Taxes,  Poor- 
Taxes,  Vagrant  Taxes,  Bridge  Taxes,  High 
Road  and  Turnpike  Taxes,  Watch  Taxes, 
Lamps  and  Scavenger  Taxes,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
— -all  of  them  as  numerous  and  as  burthen- 
fome  as  any  that  you  can  mention.  And 
yet  with  all  this  Burthen,  yea,  with  an 
additional  Weight  of  a  National  Debt  of 
18/.  Sterling  per  Head,— we  require  of 
each  of  you  to  contribute  -  only  One  ShiL 
ling  to  every  Twenty  from  each  of  us !— * 
yes  j  and  this  Shilling  too  to  be  fpent  in 
your  own  Country,  for  the  Support  of  your 
own  Civil  and  Military  Eftablilhments  $— 
together  with  many  Shillings  drawn  from 
us  for  the  fame  Purpofe. — Alas !  had  you 
been  in  our  Situation,  and  we  in  yours, 
would  you  have  been  content  with  our 
-  -  paying 
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paying  To  fmall,  fo  inconfiderable  a  Share 
of  the  Public  Expences  ?  And  yet,  fmall 
and  inconfiderable  as  this  Share  is,  you  will 
not  pay  it. — No,  you  will  not !  and  be  it  at 
our  Peril,  if  we  demand  it. 

-  Now,  my  Friend,  were  Reafon  and  Ar¬ 
gument,  were  Juftice,  Equity,  or  Candour 
to  be  allowed  by  you  to  have  any  concern 
in  this  Affair ;  I  would  then  fay,  that  you 
Americans  are  the  moil  unfortunate  People 
in  the  World  in  your  Management  of  the 
prefent  Controverfy.  Unfortunate  you  are  j 
becaufe  the  very  Attempts  you  make  to¬ 
wards  fetting  forth  your  Inability,  prove  to 
a  Demonftration,  that  you  are  abundantly 
able,  were  you  but  truly  willing  to  pay  this 

Tax.  For  how  ?  and  in  what  Manner  do 

1  / 

you  prove  your  Allegations  ?  Why  truly, 
by  breaking  forth  into  Riots  and  Infurrecti- 
ons,  and  by  committing  every  kind  of  Vio¬ 
lence,  that  can  caufe  Trade  to  flagnate,  and 
Induftry  to  ceafe.  And  is  this  the  Method, 
which  you  have  chofen  to  purfue,  in  order 
to  make  the  World  believe,  that  you  are  a 
poor  People  ?  Is  this  the  Proof  you  bring, 
that  the  Stamp  Duty  is  a  Burthen  too  heavy 
for  you  to  bear  ?  Surely,  if  you  had  really  in¬ 
tended  our  Convi&ion,  you  would  have 
cholen  fome  other  Medium: — and  were 
your  Inability,  or  Poverty  the  fingle  Point 

in 
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in  queftion,  you  would  not  have  taken  to 
fuch  Courfes,  as  muft  infallibly  render  you 
ftill  the  poorer.  For  in  fait,  if,  after  all 
your  Complaints  of  Poverty,  you  can  ftill 
afford  to  idle  away  your  Time,  and  to  wafte 
Days,  and  Weeks,  in  Outrages  and  Uproars; 
what  elfe  do  you  prove,  but  that  you  are 
a  prodigal,  and  extravagant  People  ?  For 
you  muft  acknowledge,  that  if  but  half  of 
this  Time  were  fpent,  as  it  ought  to  be,  in 
honed  Induftry  and  ufeful  Labour,  it 
would  have  been  more  than  fufficient  to 
have  paid  double  the  Tax  which  is  now  re¬ 
quired; 

But  you  will  ftill  fay,  that  though  the 
Tax  may  be  allowed  (nay  indeed  it  muft  be 
allowed)  to  be  very  moderate,  every  thing 
confidered,  and  not  at  all  exceffive  }  “  It 

“  may  neverthelefs  be  laid  on,  very  unfea- 
“  fonably  j  it  may  be  wrong-timed,  and 
«*  ill-digefted.” 

Now,  here  I  muft  own,  that  I  am  fom,e- 
what  at  a  lofs  how  to  anfwer  you,  becaufe 
I  am  not  quite  certain  that  I  underftand 
your  Meaning.  If,  for  Example,  by  the 
Term  ill-digejled,  you  would  infinuate, 
that  the  American  Stamp  Duty  would  grind 
the  Faces  of  the  Poor,  and  permit  the  Rich 
to  efcape that  it  would  affe£t  the  Necef- 

faries,  and  not  the  Superfluities  of  Life  •, — 

F  that 
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tlut  it  would  prevent  the  Building  of 
Homes,  or  the  Clearing  of  Lands,  or  the 

Cultivation  of  Eflates  already  cleared  ; _ 

6r  laflly,  that  it  would  diminifh  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  your  Shipping,  or  flop  the  Pay  of 

y6ur  Sailors  ; - if  thefe,  or  any  of  thefe 

a.c  the  Evils,  which  you  would"  lay  to  the 
Charge  of  the  Stamp  Duty;  nothing  upon 
Earth  could  be  a  falfer.. Charge :  and  you 
could  not  give  a  ftronger  Proof  either  of 
your  Defcd  of  Judgment,  or  Want  of  In¬ 
tegrity  than  by  uttering  fuch  Affertions  as 
thefe  Affertions,  which  both  daily  Ex¬ 
perience  and  the  Nature  of  Things  evident¬ 
ly  demon  ftrate  to  be  void  of  Truth  .r— We 
in  Britain  have  been  fubjed  to  a  Stamp 
Duty  for  many,  very  many  Years a  Du¬ 
ty  much  higher  than  that  which  is  intend¬ 
ed  for  America  :  and  yet  we  know  by  long 
Experience,  that  it  hath  not  been  attended 
with  any  of  the  dreadful  Confequences 
which  are  here  iuppofed. 

Again,  as  to  the  wrong-timing,  or  the 
L nfedfofiablenefi  of  this  l  ax:— —If  by  this  you 
mean  to  fay,  that  it  was  laid  on,  at  a  Time, 
when  you  were  poorer,  and  lefs  able  to 
bear  it,  than  you  were  before  ; — that  \sfalfe 
alio.  For  you  never  were  richer,  and  you 
never  were  more  able  to  contribute  your 
Quota  towards  the  general  Expences,  than 

at 
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at  the  Juncture  of  laying  on  this  Tax'.  To* 
prove  this,  let  it  be  observed,  that  juft  be¬ 
fore  this  Event,  you  had  not  only  been 
draining  the  Mother  Country  dry  by  the 
immenfe  Sums  drawn  from  us  to’  pay  our 
Fleets  and  Armies,  when  aCting  in  Defence 
of  America  ; — and  that  your  Jobbers  and 
Contractors  had  not  only  been  fucking  our. 
Blood  and  Vitals-  by  their  extortionate  De- 

* 

nrands *-but  you  had  al fo  been  enriched 
by  the  Spoils,  and  by  the  Traffic  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  Colonies  of  France  and  Spain.  For 
you  were  continually  acting  the  double  Part 
either  of  Trade,  or  War,  of  Smuggling,  or 
.Privateering,  according  to  the  ProfpeCt  of 
greater  Gain.  And  while  we  at  home  were 
exerting  our  utmoft  to  put  a  fpeedy  End  to 
the  War  by  an  honourable  Peace ; — -you  on 
the  contrary  were  endeavouring  to  prolong 
it  as  much  as  poffible ;  and  were  fupplying 
our  Enemies  with  all  Manner  of  Proviiions, 
and  all  Sorts  of  warlike  Stores  for  that  Pur- 
pofe.  Nay ;  becaufe  forfoolh  a  Part  of 
thefe  ill-gotten  Riches  were  laid  out  in  En- 
glifti  Manufactures  (there  being  at  that  Time 
hardly  a  Pofiibility  of  pUrchaiing  any  but 
Englifti,  when  our  Fleets  were  abfolute 
Mafters  of  the  Sea)  your  Advocates  and 
Authors  trumpeted  aloud  the  prodigious 
Profits  of  this  North  American  Trade ; — • 
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Rot  confidering,  or  rather  not  willing  that 
we  fhould  confider,  that  while  a  few  In¬ 
dividuals  were  getting  Thoufands,the  Public 
was  fpending  Millions.  ’  sd  Burn  Ji  ,?fiw 

Once  more:  If  by  the  Epithet  unfeafonable, 
you  would  be  underftoodto  mean,  that  there 
was  no  need  of  taxing  you  at  all  at  that 
Junfture  ;  becaufe  the  Mother  Country  was 
JIM  as  able  to  carry  the  additional  Load , 
which  you  had  brought  upon  us,  as  Jhe  had 
been  to  bear  all  the  reft :  if  this  be  your 
Meaning,  I  mull  tell  you  once  for  all,  that 
you  are  egregiouily  miflaken.  For  we  can 
bear  no  more  :  we  cannot  fupport  ourfelves 
under  heavier  Taxations,  even  were  we 
ever  fo  willing:  we  have  drained  every  Nerve 
already,  and  have  no  Refources  left  for 
new  Impofitions.  Therefore  let  what  will 
come  of  the  prefent  Affairs,  let  the  Stamp 
Duty  be  repealed,  or  not ;  dill  the  Ex- 
pences  of  America  mud  be  borne  by  the  A- 
mericans  in  fome  Form,  or  under  fome  De¬ 
nomination  or  other. 

But  after  all ;  perhaps  you  meant  none  of 
thefe  Things ;  perhaps  you  meant  to  ind- 
nuate  (though  it  was  Prudence  in  you  not 
to  fpeak  out)  that  the  late  Aft  was  ill-con¬ 
trived  and  ill-timed ;  becaufe  it  was  made 
at  a  junfture,  when  neither  the  French, 
nor  Indians  were  in  your  Rear  to  frighten. 
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nor  the  Englifh  Fleets  and  Armies  on  your 
Front  to  force  you  to  a  Compliance.  Per¬ 
haps  this  was  your  real  Meaning  :  and  if  it 
was,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  th^.t  in  that 
Senfe,  the  late  Adi  was- not  well-timed; 
and  that  a  much  properer  Seafon  might  have 
been  chofen.  For  had  the  Law  been  made 
five  or  fix  Yars  before,  when  you  were 
moving  Heaven  and  Earth  with  your  Cries 
and  Lamentations;  not  a  Tongue  would 
then  have  uttered  a  Word  againfl  it ;  all 
your  Orators  would  have  difplayed  their 
Eloquence  on  other  Topics;  and  even  A- 
merican  Patriotifm  itfelf  would  at  that  Sea¬ 
fon  have  made  no  Difficulty  in  acknow¬ 
ledging,  that  the  Mother  Country'  had  a 
Right  to  the  Obedience  of  the  Colonies  in 
Return  for  her  kind  and  generous  Protec¬ 


tion. 
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Upon  the  whole  therefore,  what  is  the 
Caufe  of  fuch  an  amazing  Outcry  as-  you 
raife  at  prefent  ? — Not  the  Stamp  Duty  it¬ 
felf  :  all  the  world  are  agreed  on  that  Head : 
and  none  can  be  fo  ignorant,  or  fo  ftupid, 
as  not  to  fee,  that  this  is  a  mere  Sham  and 
Pretence.  What  then  are  the  real  Grie¬ 
vances,  feeing  that  the  Things  Which  you 
alledge  are  only  the  pretended  ones  ?  Why, 
fome  of  you  are  exafperated  againfl  the 
Mother  Country,  on  the  Account  of  the 

Re- 
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Revival  of  certain  Reftriftions  laid  upon  their 
Trade  :  —  I  fay,  a  *  Revival ;  for  the  fame 
Reftridtlons  have  been  the  ftanding  Rules 
of  Government  from  the  Beginning  j  though 
not  enfoiced  at  ad  I  imes  with  ecjua!  S trict- 
nefs.^  During  the  late  War,  you  Americans 
coulu  nor  import  the  Manufactures  of  other 

Nations 


Ever  fincc  the  Discovery  of  America,  It  has  been  the 
ov,,em  of  every  European  Power,  which  had  Colonies  in 
DiAt  Part  of  the  W  orld,  to  confine  (as  far  as  Laws  can 
confine)  the  Trade  of  the  Colonies  to  the  Mother  Country 
2nd  to  exclude  all  others,  under  the  Penalty  ofConfifca- 
kc.  from  partaking  in  it.  Thus,  the  Trade  of  the 
dpamih  Colonies  is  conn ned  by  Law  to  Old  Spain  —the 
Trade  of  the  Brazils  to  Portugal,— the  Trade  of  Martini- 
co  and  the  other  french  Colonies  to  Old  France, — and  the 
Trade  of  Curacoe-and  Surinam  to  Holland.  But  in  one 
loirance  the  Hollanders  make  an  Exception  (perhaps  a 
w  oe  one)  viz.  in  the  Cafe  of  Euflatia,  which  is  open  to 
all  the  World.  Now,  that  the  Engliflr  thought  theni- 
jewes  entitled  to  the  fame  Right  over  their' ^Colonies, 
which  other  Nations  claim  over  theirs,  and  that  they  ex- 
erched  the  fame  Right  by  making  what  Regulations  they 
p  lea  fed  j  may  be  feen  by  the  following  Acts  of  Parliament, 
viz.  12  of  Car.  II.  Chap.  1 8.— r  5  of  Car.  II.  Ch.  7.-2* 
and  23  of  C.  II.  Ch.  26 — 25  of  C.  XL  Ch.  7—7  and  3 
of  Will  III.  Ch.  2?.— vo  and  u  of  W.  III.  Ch.  22— 

3  and  4  of  Ann.  Ch.  q  and  10.— 8  of  Ann.  Gh.  1  31*—  12 
of  Ann.  Ch.  9.—  i  of  G.I.  Ch.  26.— 3  of  G.  I.  Ch.  21. 
~~ ‘C°l  L  Ch.  13  and  18. -—-i  i  of  G.  I.  Chap.  29. — \z 
of  G.  I.  Ch.  r . — 2  cf  G.  II.  Ch-  28  and  35. — 3  of  G.  JI. 
C a.  i 8.-4  of  G.  L .  v.Ju  1  q . —  ~  of  G.  Ii.  Ch.  o. — -6  of 
G.  If.  Ch.  1 3. — -8  of  G.  II.  Ch.  28.-1 1  of  G.  If.  Ch. 
29-;Tt<2  of  G-  il  ch-  30.—- 15  and  16  of  G.  II.  Ch.  33, 
—With  many  others  of  a  later  Date.  I  might  alfo 
mention  the  Laws  made  in  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefly  ;  but  as  thefe'  Laws  are  'now  the  Point  in  controverfy, 

I  for  te  a  r.  - — 


Nations  (which  it  is  your  condant  Aim  to 
do,  and  the  Aim  of  the  Mother  Country  al¬ 
ways  to  prevent)  fo  conveniently  as  you  can 
in  Times  of  Peace:  and  therefore,  there  was 
no  Need  of  watching  you  fo  narrowly,  as 
far  as  that  Branch  of  Trade  was  concerned. 
But  immediately  upon  the  Peace,  the  vari¬ 
ous  Manufactures  of  Europe,  particularly 
thofe  of  France,  which  could  not  find  Vent 
before,  were  fpread,  as  it  were,  over  all 
your  Colonies,  to  the  prodigious  Detriment 
of  your  Mother  Country  :  And  therefore 
our  late  Set  of  Miniders  aCted  certainly 
right,  in  putting  in  Force  the  Laws  of  their 
Country,  in  order  to  check  this  growing 
Evil. — -  If  in  fo  doing,  they  committed  any 
Error  ;  or,  if  the  Perlons  to  whom  the  Ex¬ 
ecution  of  thefe  Laws  were  intruded,  ex¬ 
ceeded  their  IndruCUohs  j  there  is  no  Doubt 
to  be  made,  but  that  all  this  will  be  recti¬ 
fied  by  the  prefent  Adminidration.  And 
having  done  that,  they  will  have  done  all 
that  in  Reafon  you  can  expeCt  from  them. 
But  alas !  the  Expectations  of  an  American 
carry  him  much  farther  :  For  he  will  ever 
complain  and  fmuggle,  and  finuggle  and 
complain,  till  all  Redraints  are  removed, 
and  till  he  can  both  buy  and  fell,  whenever, 
and  wherefoever  he  pleafes.  Any  thing 
fhort  of  this,  is  dill  a  Grievance,  a  Badge 
-  i  of 
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•of  Slavery,  —  an  Ufurpation  on  tile  natural 
Rights  an4  Liberties  of  a  free  People*  and 
I  know  not  how  many  bad  Things  be- 

fides.noiJfiiuG  jiorD  to  Jud  sd  nfio  atrlJ  MS' 

But,  fny  good  Friend,  be  allured,  that 
tliefe  are  Restraints,  which  neither  the  pre- 
fent,  nor  any  future  Mininry  can  exempt 
you  from.  They  are  the  Handing  Laws  of 
the  Kingdom  ;  and  God  forbid,  that  we 
fhould  allow  that  difpenfing  Power  to  our 
Minifters,  which  we  fo  juftly  deny  to  our 
Kings.  In  Ihort,  while  you  are  a  Colony, 
you  mull  be  fubordinate  to  the  Mother 
Country.  Thefeare  the  Terms  and  Condi¬ 
tions,  on  which  you  were  permitted  to  make 
your  firft  Settlements  :  they  are  the  Terms 
•  and  Conditions,  on  which  alone  you  can  be 
*•  entitled  to  the  Affiftance  and  Protection  of 
Great  Britain  ;  —-they  are  alfo  the  funda¬ 
mental  Laws  of  the  Realm  ; — and  I  will 
add  farther,  that  if  we  are  obliged  to  pay 
many  Bounties  for  the  Importation  of  your 
Goods,  and  are  excluded  from  purchafing 
fuch  Goods,  in  other  Countries  (where  we 
•might  purchafe  them  on  much  cheaper 
Terms)  in  order  to  promote jyoKrlntereft — 
by  Parity  of  Reafon  you  ought  to  be  fub- 
jedfc  to  the  like  Exclufions,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
mote  ours.  This  then  being  the  Cafe;  do 
not  expeCf,  from  the  prefent  Miniftry  that, 
vjci'C  •  which 
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which  is'impofiible  for  any  Set  of  Mirtifters 
to  grant.  All  that  they  can  do,  is  to  con¬ 
nive  a  while  at  yout  unlawful  Proceedings. 
But  this  can  be  but  of  fhort  Duration  :  For 

as  foon  as  ever  frefii  Remonstrances  are 

* 

made  by  the  Britifh  Manufacturers,  and 
Britifh  Merchants ;  the  Miniftry  mull  re¬ 
new  the  Orders  of  their  PredecefTors  ;  they 
muft  inforce  the  Laws  ;  they  mud  require 
Searches,  and  Confifcations  to  be  made  : 
And  then  the  prefent  Ministers  will  draw 
upon  themfelves,  for  doing  their  Duty ,  juft 
the  fame  Execrations,  which  you  now  be- 

ftow  upon  the  si&obrfT '  .vuntioD 

So  much  as  to  your  fir  ft  Grievance.  Apd 
as  to  your  Second,  it  is,  beyond  Doubt,  of 
a  Nature  ftill  worfe.  For  many  among  you 
are  forely  concerned,  -That  they  cannot  pay 
their  Britifh  Debts  with  an  American  Sponge. 
This  is  an  intolerable  Grievance  :  and  they 
long  for  the  Day,  when  they  (hall  be  freed 
'•from  this  galling  Chain.  Our  Merchants 
in  London,  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Glafgow, 
•&c.  &cc.  perfectly  underhand  your  many 
Hints  and  Inuendoes  to  us,  on  this  Plead. 
But  indeed,  left  we  fhould  be  fo  dull  as  not 
to  comprehend  your  Meaning,  you  have 
fpoken  out,  and  propofed  an  open  AfToci- 
ation  againft  paying  your  juft  Debts,  IPad 
Mr  Debtors  in  any  other  Part  of.  the 

G  Globe, 
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Globe,  had  the  French  or  Spaniards  pro- 
pofed  the  like,  (and  furely  they  have  all  at 
lealt  an  equal  Right,)  what  Name  would 
you  have  given  to  fuch  Proceedings  ? — But 
I  forget :  You  are  not  the  faithlefs  French 
or  Spaniards  :  You  are  ourfelves  :  You  are 
honed:  Englishmen, 

^  our  third  Grievance  is  the  Sovereignty 
of  Great  Britain.  For  you  want  to  be  inde¬ 
pendent  :  You  wifh  to  be  an  Empire  by  it- 
lelf,  and  to  be  no  lodger  the  Province  of  ano- 
thcr.  .  Fhis  Spirit  is  uppermoft ;  and  this 
Principle  is  vifible  in  all  your  Speeches,  and 
an  your  Writings,  even  when  you  takefome 
Pains^  to  difguife  it.  “  What  !  an  Ifland  ! 
“  A  Spot  fuch  as  this  to  command  the  great 
“  and  mighty  Continent  oPNorth  America  ! 
“  Prepollerous  !  A  Continent,  whofe  In- 
“  habitants  double  every  nve  and  twenty 
“  Years  !  Who  therefore,  within  a  Century 
“  and  an  Half  will  be  upwards  of  an  hun- 
dred  and  twenty  Millions  of  Souls  1 
*■*  Forbid  it  Patriotilm,  forbid  it-  Politics, 
tnat  luGh  a  great  and  mighty  Empire  as 
£  this,  -jfhould  be  held  in  iubje<£tion<  by  the 
ic  paul try  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  !  — 

‘  Rather- let  the  Seat  of  Empire  be  trans- 
**  i&rred-:  Arid  let  it  be  Ext,  where  it  ought 
P  to  be,  viz.  in  Great  America  !” 

•Novvy  mr  good  Friend,  i  will  not  hay 


ta 
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to  difpute  with  you  the  Calculations,  on 
which  your  Orators,  Philofophers,  and  Po¬ 
liticians  have,  for  forne  Years  part,  grounded 
thefe  extravagant  Conceits ;  (tho’  I  think 
the  Calculations  themfelves  both  falfe,  and 
abfurd;)  but  I  will  only  fay,  that  while  we 
have  the  Power,  we  may  command  your 
Obedience,  if  we  pleafe  : — And  that  it  will 
be  Time  enough  for  you  to  propole  the 
making  us  a  Province  to  America,  when 
you  fhall  land  yourfelves  able  to  execute  the 

Projedt.  .-v.r.'  1  ■ 

In  the  mean  time,  the  great  Queftion 
is,  What  Courte  are  %vs  to  take  ?  And  what 
are  we  to  do  with  you  ;  before  you  become 
this  great  and  formidable  People  ?  —  Plain 
and  evident  it  is  by  the  whole  Tenor  of 
your  Conduit,  that  you  endeavour,  with  all 
your  might,  to  drive  us  to  Extremities.  For 
no  Kind  of  Outrage,  or  Infult  is  omitted 
on  your  Part,  that  can  irritate  Individuals,  or 
provoke  a  Government  to  cbaftife  the  Info- 
lence,  not  to  lay, the Re.bcti ion  of  itsSubjedts; 
and  you  do  not  feem  at  all  difpoled  to  leave 
Room  for  an  Accommodation.  In  fliort, 
the  Sword  is  the  only  Choice,  which  you 
will  permit  us  to  make  ;  — r-  unlefs  we  vyill 
chufe  to  give  you  entirely  up,  and  fubfcri.bc 
a  Recantation.  Upon  thole  Terms  indeed, 
you  will  deign  to  acknowledge  the  Power 

G  2  .  and 
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and  Authority  of  a  Britifh  Parliament :  — 
_  lat  is,  you  will  allow,  that  we  have  a 
Right  and  a  Power  to  give  you  Bounties, 
and  to  pay  your  Expences  ;  —  but  no  other. 
A  ftrairge  Kind  of  Allegiance  this !  And  the 

that  ever  yet  appeared  in  the  Hif- 

tory  of  Mankind  !  ' 

■’  „  ,  •  •*  “ »  ' 

However,  this  being  the  Cafe,  (hall  we 
now  compel  you,  by  Force  of  Arms,  to  do 
your  Duty  ?  —  Shall  we  procraftinate  your 
Compulfion  ?  — —  Or  fhall  we  entirely  give 
you  up  j  and  have  no  other  Connections  v 
with  you,  than  if  you  had  been  fo  many 
Sovereign  States,  or  Independent  Kingdoms? 
One  or  other  of  thefe  three  will  probably 
be  refolved  upon.  And  if  it  Ihould  be  the 
firft,  I  do  not  think,  that  we  have  any  Caufe 
to  fear  the  Event,  or  to  doubt  of  Succefs. 

For  though  your  Populace  may  rob  and 
plunder  the  naked  and  defencelels  ;  this  will 
not  do  the  Bufinefs,  when  a  regular  Force 
is  brought  againft  them.  And  a  British 
Army,  which  performed  fo  many  brave  Ac¬ 
tions  in  Germany,  will  hardly  fly  before  an 
American  Mob  ;  not  to  mention,  that  our 
Officers  and  Soldiers,  who  palled  feveral 
Campaigns  with  your  Provincials  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  faw  nothing  either  in  their  Conduit,  or 
their  Courage,  which  could  infpire  them 
with  a  Dread  of  feeing  the  Provincials  a 

1  lecond 
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fccond  Time.- — Neither  Ihould  we  have  the 
lead  Caufe  to  fufpedt  the  Fidelity  of  our 
1  roops,  any  more  than  their  Bravery  — - 
notwithftanding  the  bafe  Infinuations  of 
fome  of  your  Friends  here  ;  (if  indeed  fuch 
Perfons  deferve  to  be  called  your  Friends, 
who  are  in  reality  your  greateft  Foes,  and 
whom  you  will  find  to  be  fo  at  the  laft  •) 
notwithftanding,  I  fay,  their  Infinuations  of 
the  Feafibility  of  corrupting  his  Majefty’s 
Forces,  when  lent  over,  by  Means  of  large 
Bribes,  or  double  Pay.  This  is  a  Surmiie, 
as  weak  as  it  is  wicked  :  For  the  Honour  of 
the  Britilh  Soldiery,  let  me  tell  you,  is  not 
fo  eafily  corrupted.  The  French  in  Europe 
never  found  it  fo,  with  all  their  Gold,  or 
all  their  Skill  for  Intrigue,  and  infinuating> 
Addrefs.  What  then,  in  the  Name  of  Won¬ 
der,  have  you  to  tempt  them  with  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  which  is  thus  to  overcome,  at  once, 
all  their  former  Sen fe  of  Duty,  all  the  Tyes 
of  Confcience,  Loyalty  and  Honour  ?  — , 
Befides,  my  Friend,  if  you  really  are  fo  rich, 
as  to  be  able  to  give  double  Pay,  to  our* 
Troops,  in  a  wrong  Caufe  •,  do  not  grudge, 
let  me  befeech  you,  to  give  one  third  of  Jingle 
Pay  (for  we  aik  no  more)  in  a  right  one - 
And  let  it  not  be  faid,  that  you  complain  of 
Poverty,  and  plead  an  Inability  to  pay  your 
juft  Debts,  at  the  very  Inftant  that  you 
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boafl  of  the  fcandalous  Ufe  which  you  in¬ 
tend  to  make  of  your  Riches. 

But  notwithftanding  all  this,  I  am  not  for 
having  Recourfe  to  Military  Operations. 
For  granting,  that  we  fhall  be  victorious  ; 
(till  it  is  proper  to  enquire,  before  we  begin. 
How  are  we  to  be  benefited  by  our  Victo¬ 
ries  ?  And  what  Fruits  are  to  refult  from 
making  you  a  conquered  People  ? — Not  an 
Increafe  of  Trade :  that  is  impoffibe  :  For 
a.  Shop-keeper  will  never  get  the  more 
Guftom  by  beating  his  Cuftomers :  And 
what  is  true  of  a  Shop-keeper,  is  true  of 
a  Shop-keeping  Nation.  We  may  in¬ 
deed  vex  and  plague  you,  by  Rationing 
a  great  Number  of  Ships  to  cruize  a- 
long  your  Coafts ;  and  we  may  appoint  an 
Army  of  Cuftom-houfe  Officers  to  patrolle 
(after  a  Manner)  two  thouland  Miles  by 
Land.  But  while  we  are  doing  thefe  Things 
cgainji  you,  what  fir  all  we  be  doing  for 
aurf elves  1  Not  much,  I  am  afraid  :  For 
we  fhall  only  make  you  the  more  ingeni¬ 
ous,  the  more  intent,  and  the  more  inven¬ 
tive  to  deceive  us.  We  fhall  fharpen  your 
Wits,  which  are  pretty  fharp  already,  to 
elude  our  Searches,  and  to  bribe  and  cor¬ 
rupt  our  Officers.  And  after  that  is  done, 
we  may  perhaps  oblige  you  to  buy  the 
Value  of  twenty,  or  thirty  thouland  Pounds 
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of  Britifli  Manufactures,  more  than  you 
would  otherwife  have  done  ;  —  at  the 
Expence  of  two,  or  three  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  Pounds  Lofs  to  Great  Britain,  fpent 
in  Salaries,  Wages,  Ships,.  Forts,  and  other 
incidental  Charges.  Is  this  now  a  gainful 
Trade,  and  fit  to  be  encouraged  in  a  com¬ 
mercial  Nation,  fo  many  Millions  in  Debt 
already  ?  And  yet  this  is  the  belt,  which  we 
can  exped  by  forcing  you  to  trade-  with  us, 
again  ft  your  Wills,  and  againftyour  Interefts. 

Therefore  fuch  a  Meafure  as  this  being 
evidently  detrimental  to  the  Mother  Coun¬ 
try  ;  I  will  now  confider  the  Second  Pro- 
pofal,  viz.  to  procraftinate  your  Compulfion.' 

• — But  what  good  can  that  do  ?  and  where¬ 
in  will  this  Expedient  mend  the  Matter?  For 
if  Recourfe  is  to  be  had  at  laft  to  the  mili¬ 
tary  Power ;  we  had  better  begin  with  it  at 
firft ; — it  being  evident  to  the  whole  World, 
that  all  Delays  on  our  fide  will  only 
ftrengthen  the  Oppofition  on.  yours,  and  he 
interpreted  by  you  as  a  Mark  of  Fear,' and 
not  as  an  Inftance  of  Lenity.*— You  fwell 
with  too  much  vain  Importance,  and  Self- 
Sufficiency  already;  and  therefore,  thou  Id 
we  betray  any  Token  of  Submiflion ;  or 
fttould  we  yield  to  thefe  your  ill-humour¬ 
ed  and  petulant  Defires  ;  this  would  ;  only 
ferve  to  confirm  you  in  your  prefent  No¬ 
tions; 
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tions ;  viz.  that  you  have  nothing  more  to 
do,  than  to  demand  with  the  Form  of  Au¬ 
thority,  and  to  infill  with  Threatenings, 
and  Defiance,  in  order  to  bring  us  upon 
our  Knees,  and  to  comply  with  every  un- 
reafonablc  Injunction,  which  you  fhall  be 
-pleafed  to  lay  upon  us.  So  that  at  lafl, 
when  the  Time  fhall  come  of  appealing  to 
the  Sword,  and  of  deciding  our  Differences 
by  dint  of  Arms,  the  Confequence  of  this 
Procraftination  will  be, that  the  Struggle  will 
become  fo  much  the  more  obftinate,  and 
the  Determination  the  more  bloody.  Nay, 
the  Merchants  themfelves,  whofe  Cafe  is 
truly  pitiable  for  having  confided  fo  much 
to  your  Honour,  and  for  having  trufled  you 
with  fo  many  hundred  thoufand  Pounds, 
or  perhaps  with  fome  Millions  of  Property, 
and  for  whofe  Benefit  alone  fuch  a  Sufpen- 
fion  of  the  Stamp  Aft  could  be  propofed  j 
they  will  find  to  their  Colts,  that  every  In¬ 
dulgence  of  this  Nature  will  only  furnifh 
another  Pretence  to  you  for  the  Sufpending 
of  the  Payment  of  their  juft  Demands. 
In  fhort,  you  declare,  that  the  Parliament 
hath  no  Right  to  tax  you  j  and  therefore 
you  demand  a  Renunciation  of  the  Right, 
by  repealing  the  Aft.  This  being  the  Cafe, 
nothing  lefs  than  a  Repeal  can  be  fatisfac- 

tory  i  becaufe  nothing  elfe  can  amount  to  a 
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Confeffion,  that  the  Parliament  has  acted 
illegally  and  ufurpingiy  in  this  Affair.  A 
bare  Suipenfion  is  no  Acknowledgment  of 
Guilt ;  nay  it  fuppofes  quite  the  contrary  -y 
and  only  poftpones  the  Exercife  of  this 
uiurped  Power  to  a  more  convenient  Seafon. 
Confequently  if  you  think  you  could  juf- 
tify  the  Non-payment  of  your  Debts,  till 
a  Repeal  took  place ;  you  certainly  can 
juftify  the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Payment  du¬ 
ring  the  Sufpeafion  of  the  Act.  So  that 
after  all,  the  Queftion  muff  come  to  this 
at  laft,  viz.  Shall  we  repeal  the  Act;  and 
maintain  vou  as  we  have  hitherto  done  ?  or 
mall  we  give  you  intirely  up,  unlefs  you 
will  iubmit  to  be  governed  by  the  fame 
Laws  as  we  are,  and  pav  fomethine  to- 
Wards  maintaining  yourfelves 
.The  firff,  it  is  certain  we  cannot  do  ;  and 
-therefore  the  next  Point  to  be  confidereq  is 
(which  is  alfo  the  third  Propofal)  Whether 
we  are  to  give  you  entirely  up  r- — and  after 
having  obliged  you  to  pay  your  Debts,  whe¬ 
ther  we  are  to  have  no  further  Connection 
Wdh  you,  as  a  dependent  State,  or  Co- 
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Now  in  order  to  judge  properly  of  this 
Affair,  we  muff  give  a  Delineation  of ,  two 
Political  Parties  contending  with  each  other, 
and  ffruggling  for  Superiority : — -And  then 
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we  muff  confider,  which  of  thefe  two,  in 
the  Nature  of  Things,  muff  be  firft  tired 
of  the  Con  tell,  and  obliged  to  fubmit. 

Behold  therefore  a  Political  Portrait  of 
the  Mother  Country  a  mighty  Nation 
under  one  Government  of  a  King  and  Par¬ 
liament,"  nrmlv  refoived  not  to  repeal  the 
A6t,  but  to  give  it  time  to  execute  itfelf, 

’  heady  and  temperate  in  the  Ufe  of  Power, 
-—-not  having  Recourfe  to  fanguinary  Me- 
thods,  but  enforcing  the  Law  by  making 
the  Difobedient  feel  the  Want  of  it, _ de¬ 

termined  to  prated  and  cherilh  thofe  Co¬ 
lonies,  which  will  return  to  their  Allegiance 
within  a  limited  Time  (fuppofe  Twelve  or 
Eighteen  Months)-— -and  as  determined  to 
compel  the  obftinate  Revolters  to  pay  their 
Debts, — then  to  call  them  off,  and  to  ex¬ 
clude  them  for  ever  from  the  manifold 
Advantages  and  Profits  of  Trade,  which 
they  now  enjoy  by  no  other  Title,  but 
tnat  of  being  a  Part  of  the  Britifh  Empire, 
Thus  /lands  the  Cafe  5  and  this  is  the 
View  of  Things  on  one  fide. 

Obferve  again  a  Profped  on  the  other; 
viz.  a  Variety  of  little  Colonies  under  a 
Variety  of  petty  Governments, — Rivals  to, 
and  jealous  of  each  other, — never  able  to 
agree  about  any  thing  before,— -and  only 
now  united  by  an  Enthuiiaffic  Fit  of  falfe 
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Patriotifm ; — a  Fit  which  neceflarily  cools- 
in  Time, — and  cools  ftill  the  farter  in  pro¬ 
portion,  as  the  Objeft  which  firli:  excited  it 
is  removed,  or  changed.  So  much  as  to 
the  general  Outlines  of  your  American  Fea¬ 
tures  5 — but  let  us  now  take  a  nearer  View 
of  the  Evils,  which  by  your  own  mad  Con¬ 
duit  you  are  bringing  fo  fpeedily  upon  your- 
felves. — 

Externally,  by  being  fevered  from  the 
Britifli  Empire,  you  will  be  excluded  from 
cutting  Logwood  in  the  Bays  of  Campeachy 
and  Honduras, — from  firtiing  on  the  Banks 
of  Newfoundland,  on  the  Coafts  of  Labra¬ 
dor,  or  in  the  Bay  of  St.  Laurence, — from 
trading  (except  by  Stealth)  with  the  Sugar 
Iflands,  or  with  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  any 
Part  of  the  Globe.  You  will  alfo  lofe  all 
the  Bounties  upon  the  Importation  of  your 
Goods  into  Great  Britain  :  you  will  not  dare 
to  feduce  a  lingle  Manufacturer  or  Me¬ 
chanic  from  us  under  pain  of  Death  ;  be- 
,  caufe  you  will  then  be  confidered  in  the 
Eye  of  the  Law  as  mere  Foreigners,  againrt: 
whom  thefe  Laws  were  made. — You  will 
lofe  the  Remittance  of  300,000/.  a  Year 
to  pay  your  Troops;  and  you  will  lofe  the 
Benefit  of  thefe  Troops  to  protect  you 
againrt  the  Incurfions  of  the  much  injured 
and  exafperated  Savages ;  moreover,  in 
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cale  of  Difference  with  other  Powers,  you 

*  v 

will  have  none  to  complain  to,  none  to  affiff 
you :  For  allure  yourfelf,  that  Holland, 
France,  and  Spain,  will  look  upon  you  with 
an  evil  Eye  ;  and  will  be  particularly  on 
their  Guard  againft  you,  left  fuch  an  Ex¬ 
ample  fhould  infeCt  their  own  Colonies  :  not 
to  mention  that  the  two  latter  will  not 
care  'to  have  fuch  a  Nell  of  profeffed  Smug- 
fers  fo  very  near  them.  And  after  all,  and  in 
Spite  of  any  thing  you  can  do,  we  in  Britain 
Shall  ftill  retain  the  greateft  Part  of  your 
European  Trade;  becaufe  we  Shall  give  a 
Fetter  Price  for  many  of  your  Commodities 
than  you  can  have  any  where  elfe:  and  we 
Shall  fell  to  you  feveral  of  our  Manufactures, 
efptciallyin  the  Woollen,  Stuff,  and  Metal 
Way,  on  cheaper  Terms.  In  fhort,  you 
will  do  then,  what  you  only  do  now  ; 
that  is,  you  will  trade  with  us,  as  far  as 
your  In  ter  eft  will  lead  you  ; — and  no  far¬ 
ther. 

—  Take  now  a  Picture  of  your  internal 
State.  When  the  great  Power,  which 
combined  the  fcattered  Provinces  together, 
and  formed  them  into  one  Empire,  is  once 
thrown  off;  and  when  there  will  be  no 
common  Head  to  govern  and  protect ;  all 
vour  ill  Humours  will  break  forth  like  a 
Torrent :  Colony  will  enter  into  Bicker¬ 
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ings  and  Difputes  againft  Colony  j  Fadtion 
will  intrigue  and  cabal  againft  Faction; 
and  Anarchy  and  Confufion  will  every 
where  prevail.  The  Leaders  of  your  Par¬ 
ties  will  then  be  fetting  all  their  Engines  to 
work,  to  make  Fools  become  the  Dupes 
of  Knaves, — to  bring  to  Maturity  their  half- 
formed  Schemes  and  lurking  Defigns,  and 
to  give  a  Scope  to  that  towering  Ambition, 
which  was  checked  and  reftrained  before.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  Mafs  of  your  People, 
who  expected,  and  who  were  promifed 
Mountains  of  Treafures  upon  throwing  off, 
what  was  called,  the  Yoke  of  the  Mother 
Country,  will  meet  with  nothing  but  fore 
Difappointments :  Difappointments  indeed! 
For  inftead  of  an  imaginary  Yoke,  they  will  be 
obliged  to  bear  a  real,  an  heavy,  and  a  galling 
one:  — inftead  of  being  freed  from  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  100,000/.  (which  is  the  utmoft  that 
is  now  expedted  from  them)  they  will  find 
themfelves  loaded  with  Taxes  to  the  A- 
mount  of  at  leaft  400,000  /.  inftead  of  an 
Increafe  of  Trade,  they  will  feel  a  palpable 
Decreafe  :  and  inftead  of  having  Troops 
to  defend  them,  and  thofe  Troops  paid  by 
Great  Britain,  they  muft  defend  them¬ 
felves,  and  pay  themfelves.  Nay,  the 
Number  of  the  Troops  to  be  paid,  will  be 
more  than  doubled  :  for  fome  muft  be  fta?r 
■  .  tioned 
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tioned  in  the  back  Settlements  to  protect 
them  againft  the  Indians,  and  others  on  each 
Frontier  to  prevent  the  Encroachments  of 
each  Sifter  Colony.— -Not  to  mention,  that 
the  Expences  of  your  Civil  Governments 
will  be  necefiarily  increafed ;  and  that  a 
Fleet,  more  or  lels,  muft  belong  to  each 
Province  for  guarding  their  Coafts,  enfur- 
ing  the  Payment  of  Duties,  and  the  like. 

Under  all  thefe  Preflures  and  Calami¬ 
ties,  your  deluded  Countrymen  will  certain¬ 
ly  open  their  Eyes  at  laft,  For  Difappoint- 
nients  and  Diftreftes  will  effectuate  that 
Cure,  which  Reafon  and  Argument,  Lenity 
and  Moderation  could  not  perform.  In 
Ihort,  having  been  feverely  fcourged  and 
diiciplined  by  their  own  Rod,  they  will  curfe 
their  ambitious  Leaders,  and  deteft  thofe 
Mock-patriots,  who  involved  them  in  fo 
many  Miferies.  And  having  been  furfeited 
with  the  bitter  Fruits  of  American  Repub- 
iicifm,  they  will  heartily  wilh,  and  petition 
to  be  again  united  to  the  Mother  Country. 
Then  they  will  experience  the  Difference 
between  a  rational  Plan  of  Conftitutional  De¬ 
pendence,  and  the  wild,  romantic,  and  de- 
ftructive  Schemes  of  popular  Indepen¬ 
dence. 

And  you,  my  Boy,  after  you  have  played 
the  Hero,  and  fpoke  all  your  fine  Speech- 
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es ; — after  you  have  been  a  Guftavus  Vafa, 
and  every  other  brave  Deliverer  of  his 
Country ;  —  after  you  have  formed  a  thou- 
fand  Utopian  Schemes,  and  been  a  thoufand 
times  disappointed  ;  — -  perhaps  even  you. 
may  awake  out  of  your  prefent  political 
Trance,  and  become  a  reafonable  Man  at. 
laft.  And  allure  yourfelf,  that  whenever 
you  can  be  cured  of  your  prefent  Delirium, 
and  lhall  betray  no  Symptoms  of  a  Relapfe, 
you  will  be  received  with  Affedtion  by  your 
old  Uncle,  your  true  Friend,  and  faithful 
Monitor, 

A.  B. 
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